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Despite our location near the ocean and away from the mountains, eastern North Carolina 
frequently has bouts of severe winter weather and cold. It is actually quite unusual to not 
have at least some snow or ice during the course of a winter in our area. Annual snowfall 

typically ranges from 2 inches or less near the coast, with areas around Greenville nor-
mally receiving between 4 and 6 inches. Larger storms do occasionally occur. Right be-
fore Christmas in 1989, a snowstorm dumped 12 to 18 inches along the coast of eastern 
North Carolina.  

These type of winter events produce very hazardous conditions. Before a winter storm, 
make sure your home, office and vehicles have the supplies you need. Roads often be-
come very treacherous and secondary roads are often untreated immediately after a 
storm. Always carefully plan your travel and check the latest weather reports.  
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                                                                             .ȅ aƛƪŜ [ŜŜΣ aŜǘŜƻǊƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ 

You can now follow us on Instagram!  As of November 2nd, the National Weather Ser-
vice launched its Prototype Instagram Social Media Service to determine the potential 
use of Instagram as a strategic asset for the NWS mission at field offices around the 
country.  An exploratory group of 28 local and national sites have volunteered to be 
among the first to engage in prototype usage of the social media platform, including the 
Newport/Morehead City Weather Forecast Office.  Follow us today by searching for our 
handle @nwsmoreheadcity.  
 
Part of the NWS mission is our Weather-Ready Nation initiative, a vision of empower-
ing our communities across the country to prepare for extreme weather events.  The 
devastating impacts of extreme events such as record-breaking snowfall, violent torna-
does, destructive hurricanes, widespread flooding, and devastating drought can be re-
duced through early education and advanced action.  Engaging the public and our part-
ners in an effective conversation around severe weather preparedness is part of our ef-
fort to build a Weather-Ready Nation. 
 
Social media is one of many critical communications tools that helps the NWS share 
accurate and critical information directly with the general public. Instagramôs focus on 
mobile photo and video sharing targets the media consumption habits of a younger age 
demographic. Having a presence on Instagram allows us to gauge the social media plat-
formôs practicality for expanding our outreach toolkit and ultimately broaden the scope 
of our effective communications with the public.  
 
The NWS is seeking public comments on the potential use of Instagram in the agencyôs 
mission at weather service field offices during the prototype period. Based on the find-
ings, NWS will determine whether to continue to pursue the use of Instagram at field 
offices.  
 
Feedback can be provided online at surveymonkey.com/r/NWS_Prototype_Instagram.  
The prototype period will last approximately through June 8th, 2021. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NWS_Prototype_Instagram
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